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Riddell District Football Netball League

ACROSS MY DESK
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

Welcome to the 2025 RDFNL Football &
Netball Season!
The 2025 RDFNL (Riddell District Football
Netball League) Football and Netball season
is officially upon us, and we couldn’t be
more excited to welcome players, coaches,
volunteers, supporters, and everyone in the
RDFNL community for another thrilling year
of competition! Whether you're a long-time
fan or a first-time attendee, this season
promises to deliver intense matches,
incredible sportsmanship, and
unforgettable moments on and off the field
and court.
Every season brings new challenges, fresh
faces, and exciting opportunities for growth
and achievement. Clubs across the RDFNL
are gearing up to showcase their talent,
determination, and passion for the game.
For both football and netball, this year’s
competition is set to be one of the most
competitive yet, with each team eager to
make their mark and strive for glory.
We are excited to welcome Gisborne Giants
and Melton South to the senior ranks and
Riddell into the senior womens comp. We
are also keen to have a first hand look at the
umpires after taking over their
administration.
The RDFNL is proud of its strong community
spirit, where clubs and their supporters
unite with a shared goal of fostering a
positive, fun, and competitive environment.
We encourage all participants to continue
to show respect for one another, whether in
victory or defeat, and to uphold the values
that make our league truly special.
With rivalries, upsets, and thrilling finishes,

there’s no shortage of excitement. Whether
you're cheering from the stands,
supporting your local team from the
sidelines, or enjoying the action from the
comfort of home via Streamzone, we’re
confident this season will be one to
remember!
Celebrating Community and Volunteers
The RDFNL thrives not only because of the
athletes but also because of the hard work
and dedication of countless volunteers
who give their time, energy, and expertise
to ensure everything runs smoothly. From
coaches and trainers to club officials, team
managers, and ground staff, and sponsors
your efforts are the backbone of our
league, and we thank you for your ongoing
commitment to fostering a welcoming
environment for everyone.
We also want to extend our gratitude to the
families and supporters who come out
week after week, rain or shine, to cheer on
their teams. Your unwavering support is
what keeps the RDFNL strong and united.
We hope you continue to be a part of the
action and make this season unforgettable.
Our small team at the RDFNL who are
supported by our Board can’t wait to see
the next 22 weeks unfold. 
As we embark on another busy year it is a
timely reminder that this is just community
sport and we are all human. Let’s make it
one filled with excitement, unity, and
sportsmanship. Every season is a chance to
build new memories and celebrate the rich
history of the RDFNL. So, lace up those
boots, grab your netball shoes, and get
ready for the 2025 season—we can’t wait to
see you out there!
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It has been a long time coming but this
weekend we will see Gisborne Giants take to
the field with a senior football team in the
RDFNL. 
A plan that has been a long time in the making
will come to fruition when they take on
Kyneton. 
Both clubs will be eager to hit the ground
running and if preseason is anything to go by it
should be a fierce contest. 
Gisborne Giants have so far had the perfect
start with three big wins in their three pre
season hit outs. 
The most impressive being their last against
East Keilor. 
Giants have Brad Mangan in their forward line
with plenty of younger craft players at his feet
and they will be hard to stop with a bit of
confidence under teir belt if they can start the
RDFNL season with a win. 
For Kyneton Ethan Foreman is back as the
senior coach and hopefully plays more
consistently in 2025 after an on and off year in
2024.
Caleb Fisher had an outstanding year in 2024
and was one of the leader in disposals. 
Harry Huntly who is the captain of the club will
get most of the big assignments down back.
After their first season in the RDFNL we expect
then to go to another level in season 2025 and
they will be keen to push for finals. 
Prediction:  Gisborne Giants to make a big
statement in round one!

 The reigning premiers and the big improvers
of season 24 match up in round one for the
PUKA Up Cup. 
This is an important round on the calendar for
both clubs and even thought football is the
major talking point the message goes beyond
football. 
Both teams have picked up some handy
players in the off season and there are not
shortage of talent for either teams.
Lachlan Hay is probably the biggest talking
point after a strong season in 2024 with the
Macedon Cats he will make the move to
Riddell this season and it will b a baptism of
fire coming up against his former club straight
up.
Macedon made a real statement with their
development of young players last season and
that will be a big focal point again this season
with the likes of Michael Rutledge and Leo
Webb on the senior list. 
How each team finished the RDFNL season last
year will give them plenty of confidence but
round one everyone starts at zero points.
On paper Macedon have talent on every line
with the likes of Govan, Smedley, Dick and
Indian around the ground.
Riddell will look to get first use of the football
with Grabham in the ruck and the likes of
Tarczon, Williamson and Sonegan around the
ground. 
Prediction: Riddell to start their season with a
win.

RDFNL Senior Mens  Previews
By Grace Bibby
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Melton South made the move into the RDFNL
this season after a long time in the Ballarat
FNL. We are pleased to have the Panthers back
where we have always thought they belongd
along side their junior clubs. 
Travis Hodgson has a long list of talent but not
all of them will be available in round one.
It will be interesting to see how they go in the
new competition.
Diggers Rest have a new coach after Jamie
Lobb stepped down after a long tenue. 
Shaun Campbell is a strong onfield leader and
it will be good to see his leadership go to
another level. 
Diggers Rest would have been disappointed
with their end of the season last year .
Prediction: Diggers Rest to win.

back into matches. 
Romsey will also have anew coach with Nathan
Blair filling the void of Justin Sherman. We
know Blair has skills coming off the back line
for the Redbacks but it is a tough ask being a
playing coach. Jack Jedwab is back in the red
and black and will be a key focal point up
forward.
Prediction: It is a big start to the year for both
clubs with the rivalry that is there but I think
Romsey get the win in a close one.

RDFNL Senior Mens Previews
By Grace Bibby

Lancefield were held winless for 2024 after a
strong 2023 season so they will be looking to
put their best foot forward to start the 2025
season. After a change of coaches late in the
year they have had more stability over the last
six months and look raring to make an impact.
Ryan O’Meara takes on the top job while Riley
O’Meara will be the captain. His on field
dominance has  got the Tigers across the line 

Starting their season under lights Melton
Centrals will travel to Gilbert Gordon. 
Both teams were towards the bottom of the
ladder last season and missed out on finals.
They will be looking to turn that around come
Saturday evening. 
There have been some big name recruits come
into both line upas and from what we hear
around the ground both teams are confident
they have what it takes to go to another level
this year. 
Melton Centrals lost some key players but their
core remains with James Roberts the captain,
John Ferri down back, Jake Armistead and
Evan Donohue all going around again. 
Based off last years form and their recruits this
one should go down to the wire. 
Prediction: Woodend Hesket to win in a close
ione with the home ground and night game a
big advantage.
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DIGGERS REST

The Diggers Rest Football Netball Club is excited to welcome
back our members, sponsors and players for an exciting 2025
season. We have had a busy off season with new players and

sponsors joining us for 2025. We welcome you all to the
Diggers Rest Football Netball Club. I urge all our supporters
and players to use our valued sponsors as without them we

could not operate and they all are the reason we have such a
great club.

The coaches and players have worked hard over the off
season and are looking forward to getting the season under
way. We wish all our football and netball players the best of

luck in Round 1. It is a great club to be part of, which has
been proven year after year.

Personally, I would like to thank our committee members and
volunteers, you are all so valuable to our club and what a

great team to be part of.
GO BURRAS!!

Linda Stevenson
Secretary

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes



2025

GISBORNE GIANTS
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Club Notes

Gisborne Giants Senior Football and Netball is here!
Established in 2016, Gisborne Giants today becomes a fully-fledged senior

Football Netball Club. We welcome Kyneton FNC to our brand new facility for
our first senior games and look forward to a successful first season in the
RDFNL. We’d like to thank every Giant that has enabled this momentous

occasion to occur, from the first ever little Giants and initial executive who got
the club off the ground, through to the current committee and volunteers who

have poured countless hours into ensuring this day arrived.
We’d like to introduce our A Grade Coach Adrian Craske. AJ has over 10 years of

netball coaching experience and was significant in the establishment of
Caroline Springs Football Club netball program. He’s currently coaching

Parkville Opens representative team and has had great success in both junior
and senior levels.

Our new Senior Football Coach is Andrew Hall who arrives at the Giants with
great experience including at AFL Clubs Richmond, Collingwood and Port

Adelaide. Most recently Andrew was senior assistant at Strathmore FC. Andrew
has coached at Sunbury Lions, Rupertswood and has had experience at Calder
Cannons. Both coaches have done an outstanding job to ensure the teams are

ready for Round 1.

Andrew Hall AJ Craske
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KYNETON

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Kyneton Football netball club is looking forward to the 2025 season. We are
excited about the introduction of our D Grade netball team to our netball

roster and hopefully success isn’t far away for all our netball teams. 
 We are also looking forward to hopefully seeing all our three Men’s football

teams making finals this year. 
Good luck also to all our junior football and netball teams playing this year. 

We would like to thank our Major and partner sponsors in Kilcoy Global Foods,
Kyneton Bowling Club and Prendergast Earthmoving, along with Kyneton

Toyota and Kyneton on Riverside and all our sponsors for all their Support. 
Go Tigers!!🐯 
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LANCEFIELD
Club Notes

There’s no bigger way to start a football season than a clash between two of the oldest
rivals not just in the RDFNL but in the game of Australian Rules football itself in Lancefield
and Romsey. For 151 years these 2 clubs have been at each other and lets hope we go for

another 151 years.
MEN’S FOOTBALL…

A change at the top this season with former Lancefield premiership player Ryan O’Meara
the  senior men’s coach. “Woz” will be supported by Andrew McTrusty (Senior Assistant),

Cal Randall (Reserves) and Jason Tully (Under 19s). 
A big off season has seen a number of talented footballers call Lancefield Park home. A
few of note include Noah Smallacombe (Doutta Stars), Tom Jackson (Tullamarine) and

Zach O’Halloran (Werribee Centrals). Reigning Best and Fairest Riley O’Meara will return as
Captain and will be supported in the leadership role by Adam Miles, Leroy Ristevski and

James Falcone.
WOMEN’S FOOTBALL…

The Women’s Football program enters it’s second year with last year’s assistant coach,
Cash Ferguson, stepping up to the head coach role. A host of new players join the girls

from last year with strong numbers and a great atmosphere continuing to build around the
Lancefield women’s team. They will be led by first time captain Kirsty Albert. Kirsty will

have Maddie Coates-Cowley serving as vice captain again as well as Emily O’Brien.
NETBALL…

This season Lancefield are fielding five netball teams with the addition of a D Grade team.
We are excited to welcome many players graduating from our Junior Club in to the Under
19’s competition, enabling us to have a full teams. We have also welcomed back several

returning Lancefield players to complement our young squad. Our club has had a
remarkable retention rate from season 2024 providing stability within each team but the
opportunity to add some key players to each. The addition of Renee Sari to the shooting

end for B Grade enables Tarnee Hammond to move to A Grade. Chloe Hodgson has taken a
break from her football career and has returned to our A Grade side, along with Tyla Evan

who is returning to netball after a short break.
 

Get down to the netball courts at 1.40pm for the official opening of the new court. It has
been been levelled, resurfaced in spectacular yellow and black and shelters added. We

couldn’t have done this without the support of the Community Bank Lancefield & Romsey
so we are looking forward to seeing them cut the ribbon and officially open what will be an

amazing facility not just for Lancefield but all our visiting teams.
 

Good luck to everyone in 2025!
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MACEDON

Macedon Football Netball Club – Round 1
The Macedon Football Netball Club has enjoyed a long and effective pre-

season. It consisted of trips away, a variety of different fitness sessions and a
range of successful practice matches against varied opposition in all codes.

Our male football played against Spotswood, Rupertswood and Port
Arlington. The female football played against the Yea Tigers and Taylors Lakes.

The netball teams played against Spotswood and Port Arlington.
There is a mixture of new and returning coaches for 2025, see our head

coaches listed below:
Football: Womens – Bevan Uren & Chris Nolan. U19s – Tom Hilderbrand.

Reserves – Chris Nemeth. Seniors – Al Meldrum.
Netball: u19s – Abbey Lambert. D grade – Tanae Bannan. C grade – Michelle

Rix. B grade – Teghan Butler. A grade – Katie Clarke.
A shout out to Sopranos Pizza Bar in Gisborne. They have provided us with

countless Thursday and Saturday night pizza deliveries. Always delivered on
time and steaming hot. Find them at U12 44A Aitken Street, Gisborne or ring

them on 5420 789

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTON BLOODS

At the Melton Football Netball Club we’ve had a huge pre-season in
preparation for 2025. We welcomed our new coach Ryan White, who

comes with plenty of experience and knowledge in football. Josh Fikret
has continued on as our Assistant coach again after his great efforts in
2023 & 2024. We’re very happy and excited to have both Ryan and Josh
to coach the team in 2025. We’ve welcomed in a whole cast of exciting
new players that have already impacted our team on the training track

in a very positive way.
In December of 2024, unfortunately our teammate and dear friend Bekk

Duggan sadly passed away. Bekk was the most positive outgoing free
spirit that we all loved. Losing Bekk was not only a huge loss to our
team and our football club, but especially in our hearts. We will be

paying tribute to Bekk at Round 1 with 1 minute silence.
For our Women’s team Jordyn Syme will continue to take on the captain
role, alongside our newly appointed Co-Captain Danielle Roczniak. We

also welcome Kandise Mallinson, Lina Farrugia & Ash Zahra into our
leadership group in 2025. All of these players have shown great

leadership throughout the tough pre-season and they all have been
great motivators for the team.

Round 1 is fast approaching which commences on April 5th where we
face off with Mt Alexander at Mcpherson Park with a 3.30pm start time.
We can’t wait for our club and supporters to get down to the Bloodbank
that day so we can kick off the 2025 in style. We’re hopeful and excited

at the challenge for success this year.
We would also like to thank our sponsors for the 2025 season for their

support of the Melton Football Netball Club.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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MELTN CENTRALS

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes

Welcome back Centrals family for another season at the
Creek.

Welcome to all new footballers and netballers and their
families.

Can't wait to kick the season off on Saturday with 7 strong
performances.

Don't forget to your tickets for our first raffle drawn at home
in Round 2 against the Panthers.

GO CENTRALS!
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MELTON SOUTH
Club Notes

Prowling Panther
The excitement is building as we return to the RDFNL for the new

season, and it’s fantastic to see some familiar faces back in action.
Whether it’s players returning to the field or old friends coming

together, the atmosphere is buzzing, and we can’t wait to see what the
season has in store!

Today, we are celebrating Past Players Day, so if you spot any of our
former players around, be sure to take a moment to chat and reminisce
about the good old days. It’s a great opportunity to connect and relive

some of the club’s best moments.

Tonight, don’t miss the First Round Party, kicking off at 7 PM. The theme
is Y2K, so get ready to step back in time with some nostalgic fashion

from the early 2000s. It’s going to be a fun night, and we’re all looking
forward to seeing the club come alive as we celebrate the start of the

season!

After the seniors' match, we’ll have a special performance from a live
singer, Leigh Keast, so stick around to enjoy the music and continue the

celebrations. It’s the perfect way to wind down and make some great
memories with your fellow club members.

For those who haven’t yet purchased a membership, it’s not too late! Be
sure to speak to Pam or Rhys, and they’ll help you out with getting

signed up.

Lastly, join us for a special Sportsman's Lunch on Friday, 11th April, at
12:30 PM. Enjoy a delicious meal, plus unlimited beer, wine, and soft

drinks for three hours—all for $140. Meet our special guests, Merv
Hughes and Jordan Lewis. Please purchase your tickets today!
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As seen at all RDFNL
Grand Finals in 2024!

Click Here
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Entering their 3rd season the Mt Alexander Falcons are faster, stronger and fitter
than ever. Returning head coach Louise ‘Cheez’ Ainscough has been preparing

the squad for another tilt at the RDFNL senior women’s comp with her trademark
mix of tactical nous, supportive leadership and paint covered footy shorts. Any
fine cheese (or Cheez) should be paired with something special to really create
magic: think Champagne with Brie or the glorious union of processed cheese &

pickles. For the Falcs pre-season Coach Cheez was paired with strength and
conditioning maestro Steph Silvagni. Steph has been subjecting the squad to
weights, squats and pain with the plan to reduce injuries and help players be

stronger over the ball. We love (and sometimes hate) your work Steph!
On the field, the Falcons soar into 2025 with the bulk of their 2024 squad

returning, including the people's champ, the Honiara Hero, the Solomon Islands’
own goal sneak - Mary K! Word on the street is Mary has been doing extra work on
her goal celebrations, so expect a repertoire that may include cartwheels, finger

guns, and the worm. The Falcons’ recruiting department has been busier than
rennet in a cheese factory, bringing in a stellar crop of new talent: Libby, Sashi,

Ruby, Georgia, Carys, Nicole, Tessa, Eloise, Peta, Hayley, and Sissy have all joined
the ranks, showing a mix of speed, skill, and enthusiasm that has already set

tongues wagging at training.
The Falcons junior program will ramp up in 2025 with Auskick (5-7yrs) returning

alongside Superkick (7-12yrs) and an under 14’s girls team in the RDFNL fledgling
junior girls comp. If you or your kid are interested, you’ll find more information

on our website: www.mtalexanderfalcons.com.au
All of this would not be possible without our sponsors who not only support a

great team, but a thriving community. Their sponsorship provides participation
opportunities for people of all different skill levels and ages promoting health

and well-being in the community.
The businesses that sponsor the Falcons stand alongside the club as advocates

for action on a variety of important issues including gender equity in sport,
ending gender-based violence and stamping out racial discrimination.

If you want to join the club as a player, volunteer, supporter or sponsor please
get in touch: football@mtalexanderfalcons.com.au

Go Falcons!

MOUNT ALEXANDER
Club Notes
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RIDDELL

Welcome to Bomberland for the start of season 2025. As the reigning premiers in
Senior football, we will unfurl the 2024 flag in front of our home crowd today.

A big welcome to our Women’s Football team who have joined the competition.
The annual competition for the Puka Up Cup start’s the season. Each season both

clubs play in honour and to remember the tragic passing of Macedon’s Lachlan
Jorgensen and Riddells senior player Tanner Bell. The clubs developed the concept
of the Puka Up Cup, enlisting the mental health charity run by past AFL great Wayne

Schwass. The Puka Up Cup will be awarded to the club with the best combined
netball and football results on the day. Prior to all games, players from both clubs

will link arms alternating Riddell/Macedon. At the completion of the woman’s
football a presentation will take place in the Riddell club rooms. Awards will be

presented to best on senior men, best on senior women, best on A grade netball and
the cup will be awarded to the winning club. It would be great to see as many players

and supporters remain to be a part of the presentation ceremony.
The football & netball squads have had a massive preseason and are both going

strong heading into the start of the year and we wish them all well for the  season.
Riddell Rec Reserve have had new lights installed over the pre-season. We look

forward to turning them on tonight for the Women’s footy game.
Congratulations to Ken Robertson & Phil Leckie who were awarded Life Membership
at our AGM. 2 great individuals who have been an integral part of the club for many

years.
Club Membership

Great way to meet local people, support your local club. Buy a general membership
for as little as $50. Become a member of the 500 Club ($500). All this money helps

support the club we love. Purchase direct from the club today or online:
riddellfnc.com.au Please see bar staff at home games.

Sponsorship
Be part of our local community and sponsor the Club. Email for more info:

sponsorship@riddellfnc.com.au or see David “Snowy” Williamson.
We are committed to improving our local facilities for our community and

sponsorship is a major part of helping us do this.

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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ROMSEY

Round 1 is finally here and the Redbacks can't wait to kick off the
2025 season against our great traditional rivals, Lancefield.

We're looking forward to another fantastic year and after a
positive pre-season our players and coaches are keen to get

underway.

Everything we do, enjoy and strive for as a club would not be
possible without the generous support and backing of our

sponsors, and as always we can't thank them enough for their
ongoing contribution. 

We'd like to particularly thank Newearth Constructions and Power
Concrete Cutting for their support over many years, and their

ongoing commitment to the RFNC and our community generally.

Go Redbacks!

Eden Jedwab, President RFNC

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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WOODEND -HESKET

Footy and Netball are back, and there’s no better place to be than The Nest!
We’re proud to welcome back Ty Coppinger (Netball) and Alister Rae (Football)

as our senior coaches—both dedicated leaders who have been key figures in
shaping our club over the years.

After a huge 2024 season, we’re ready to take things up another level in 2025!
Last year, we made history with our Senior A-Grade Women’s Netball team

winning back-to-back premierships, while our junior footballers had outstanding
seasons, with the U15s taking home the flag and the U17s finishing runners-up.
Our football and netball teams are ready to build on that momentum, and we

can’t wait to see our Hawks family in full voice on the sidelines.
Our club is built on the strength of its people, and we are so grateful for our
coaches, team managers, and amazing volunteers who keep things running

smoothly. We’re always on the lookout for more volunteers, especially for game-
day roles. If you can spare just two hours over the season, please reach out at

secretary@woodendhesketfnc.org or speak to a committee member.
Sponsor of the Round: Bradleys Curtains and Blinds A huge thank you to

Bradleys Curtains and Blinds for their continued support this season! Just like
us, they’re local, family-oriented, and all about quality. Whether you’re after

curtains, blinds, or shutters, they’ve got you covered. Support those who
support us - check them out at www.bradleyscurtains.com.au.

Upcoming Home Games at The Nest: Saturday, April 5 – Twilight match vs.
Melton Centrals Friday, April 18 – Good Friday clash vs. Kyneton

Become a Social Member today! Show your Hawks pride with free entry to all
home games plus a Hawks scarf or stubby holder. Be part of something bigger -

grab yours now: https://bit.ly/2025SocialMembership
The season is here, and we can’t wait to share it with every member of our

Hawks family. See you at The Nest!

Riddell District Football Netball League

Club Notes
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GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

GISBORNE 
DRIVING SCHOOL

Are you looking for some lessons
before getting your license?

Contact Brian - 0409 636 821 Click Here
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RDFNL TRIBUNAL RESULTS

Liam Tierney - Woodend Hesket - Striking 1 week
Max Hubbard - Diggers Rest - Code of Conduct 2 weeks
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RDFNL Senior Mens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior football

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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Team List
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Team List
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MELTON SOUTH
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Riddell District Football Netball League

Team List
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WODEND HESKET

Riddell District Football Netball League

Team List



2025

Riddell District Football Netball League





2025

RDFNL Senior Womens 
Football Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior womens

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!



How healthy is your
home loan?
With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to review your home loan.
 
We'll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan a full check-up to
make sure it's still right for you and your current needs.
 
Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your nearest branch.

Community Bank · Gisborne & District 5420 7210 and
Lancefield and Romsey 5429 5526

All loans are subject to the Bank's normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and
Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879 (2083101- 2126290) (02/25)
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Melton have had a great start to their year with
plenty of numbers on the track and raring to go
for round one. 
Mount Alexander have also picked up a few
handy recruits and will be keen to start their
season with a win. 
Each year Mount Alexander are showing great
signs of improvement and if they come out
firing they could catch Melton on the back
foot. 
Jessie Boylan will be a key player leading the
Falcons while Melton Bloods captain Jordyn
Syme will be the same.
Both clubs are well established teams in the
RDFNL and we expect them both to go deep
into the finals action in season 2025.
Prediction: Melton to win in a close one.

Habib who have made their way across from
Woodend Hesket. They also have a number of
athletes from other codes who will enjoy their
first official taste of football. 
For the reigning premiers they will be looking
to start their season off with a big win and
prepare for title defence. 
They have new coaches but have retained the
majority of their playing list and will be the
team to beat on 2025.
Prediction: We don’t know what to expect
from Riddell but it is hard to see the Cats
Losing this one.

RDFNL Senior Womens Previews
By Grace Bibby

What a contest this will be. Riddell make their
first ever appearance in the senior womens
competition and will be keen to put all their
training into practice on their first ever game
day. 
It will be a good test for the Bombers to be
tackled by the opposition and get the blood
pumping. 
The bombers have been bolstered by the
inclusion of Molly O”connell and Mariam  

The cross town rivalry of these two teams will
be at al all time high as these team follow a
huge day at Lancefield Park. 
The biggest omission in the entire league is ball
inning machine Chloe Hodgson returning to the
netball court.
She will leave a huge hole in the Lancefield
midfield and will be hard to replace.
Maddison Dutton Johnson is a handy pick up
for the Redbacks over the off season and will
add to the depth of the Romsey line up.
Romsey are still chasing their first win in the
competition and starting their season on a
winning note would be amazing for their
confidence. 
This a huge opportunity for both teams who
have previously sat towards the bottom of the
ladder. 
Prediction: Lancefield to win in a close game.
Romsey to be right in it late.
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NETBALL MANAERS REPORT
by General Manager Operations Grace Bibby

It has been a very busy off season for all at
the RDFNL. 
I am sure I am not on my own when I say I
can’t wait for the season to start. 
There has been plenty of excitement with
new teams coming into our competition,
new players coming into our competition,
new concepts coming into our competition
and maybe the most pleasing thing of all is
the steady growth of participation across
both our senior and junior competition. 
It is pleasing to see our D Grade
competition now fully implemented with all
clubs affiliating teams and an increase to 15
teams is our 9 and under competition.
We are excited to welcome both Gisborne
Giants and Melton South into our senior
ranks and for the first time in a long time we
are back to 11 senior teams. 
This season started with two huge days of
junior netball grading and it looks likely we
will have a 13 grades of junior netball this
season.
It was two massive days with just under 250
games played by more than 100 teams.
Thank you to all the coordinators for their
support and cooperation on both days. 
In the off season we have also appointed
our three junior Interleague team coaches. 
We are very lucky to have high quality
coaches across all age groups and the
inroads they have already made is exciting
to see. 
We can’t wait to see how they go against at
Association Championships in May and
June and we are excited to watch their
development at domestic level each
Sunday. 

We wish Sarah Carrol the best of luck with
the 13s, Naomi Klaasen and Tegan Butler
the best of luck with 15s and  the one and
only Katie Clarke and Darcee Ellard the
best of luck with the 17s. 
The RDFNL continues with its zero
tolerance of poor behaviour and we believe
last season we turned a corner and hope
this trend continues.
Umpires are still extremely hard to find and
we hope the more we support our umpires
the more comfortable they are umpiring
within the league. 
We are still looking for senior panel umpires
so if you or someone you know is looking to
umpire, please email grace@rdfnl.com.au.
This year we have also had a huge number
of coordinators step down which makes
way for new people. 
Thank you to those who I have worked with
over the last few years and thanks to those
putting their hand up to fill their shoes. 
Sometimes being a coordinator is a
thankless job. You are making a difference
in a lot of lives in your  community. 
We look forward to a new staff member
settling in over the next few weeks.
We have a great workplace with an
incredible boss and I am excited to be
gearing up for another season with my
trusty sidekick Krissy Clement.
The RDFNl Board also welcomed a second
netball director in Lauren Nolan over the
summer months and already she is showing
great expertise and knowledge and
providing great support to myself. 
I wish everyone the best of luck this season
and hope you have an enjoyable time and
better yourself both on and off court. 
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RDFNL Netball Tipping

Riddell District Football Netball League

Each week throughout the 2025 season, a panel of RDFNL staff, executive,
sponsors and media will submit their tips for the weekend’s senior netball

matches, which will be featured in the footy record. See how your tips stack up
against the RDFNL experts each week!
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This will be a fascinating contest as two newly
formed teams meet in the opening round of
the RDFNL A Grade competition. Gisborne
Giants will play their inaugural season in the a
Grade competition and have a strong
preseason and will be looking forward to
getting stuck into the real play for points
competitions. 
Gisborne Giants jumped out of the blocks by
getting a highly credentials coach in AJ Craske
and he is already showing his recruited power. 
We are exciting to see what the Giants can
showcase this weekend. 
We are excited to see a former RDFNL young
gun in Niamh Rosendale get her chance at A
Grade level and we know she will be physical
and bring plenty of intensity to the game.
Kyneton also went out hard in the coaching
ranks securing David O’Hare.
Kyneton are a new look team this year with a
new coach and several new players across
their A grade line up. 
Michelle Fletcher who is a former best and
fairest winner at Kyneton returns to the line up
and will be beside Matilda Candy in attack.
While Ryan Medallist Tilly Shephard will
continue her dominance in the RDFNL in goal
keeper.
Kyneton come out all gun blazing in opening
round last year and will be looking to do the
same this season. 
Prediction: Kyneton to get a close win to start
their 2025 campaign.

 When these two teams meet it is always a very
close hard fought game and we are expecting
no different this weekend. 
Riddell welcome back to the team Bec Colwell
who has been a gun goaler for a number of
years i the RDFNL. The standard of the
competition has improved but we have no
doubt she will still hold her own for the red
and black. Georgia Shaddock and Finn
McKeagney Stubbs are returning as is Mady
Brown. 
Riddell have been consistent performers with
a consistent list ut the team they face in round
one is very similar. 
The Cats will welcome back Janelle Tate who
missed last season.
Tate was missed in defence and will be a huge
inclusion but down the other end of the court
there is big shoes to fill with Chloe Williams
not playing this season. 
Chloe Eyre was the big recruit of the summer
while still being able to play junior netball. 
Eyre has experience in A Grade coming across
from Melton Centrals but this will be a big step
for the young superstar as she holds down the
starting position in goal attack. 
Eyre will be teaming up with another tall
shooter in Hetty O’Donoghue who missed a lot
of netball last season but had star quality
written all over her.
This match will go down to the wire.
Prediction: Riddell to show their experience
and win in a tight contest.

RDFNL Netball  Previews
By Grace Bibby



Riddell District Football Netball League

2025

We do not know a lot about Melton South as
they have a new look team to the one they put
on court in the Ballarat Football Netball League
last season. 
They have retained coach Anna Edmonds who
is no stranger to the RDFNL competition. 
Kiara Boyd is one player who will attract plenty
of attention from her opposition as they suss
out the new competition. 
Diggers Rest have retained their VNL
powerhouse in Leona Hristovska who has
stepped up into the captains role in the
absense of Maggie Payne. 
In defence bench coach from last year Anica
Wilson will return to the court after having last
season on the sidelines. 
Wilson is a huge inclusion and will add plenty
of experience and control for the young
Diggers Rest line up.
Prediction: Melton South to start in the RDFNL
with a win.

player this season after dominating last
season in both B Grade and A Grade. Chloe
Hodgson has temporarily hung up the football
boots and returned to the netball court whish
is exciting.
For Romsey they have a new coach in Justin
Philby but it will be a year of development and
building as they lost several key players in the
off season. 
Romsey will be without Emily Miles and Maggie
Lind this season.
Prediction: Lancefield to open their
resurfaced courts with a win.

RDFNL Netball Previews
By Grace Bibby

Lancefield will likely go into this one as
favourites having built a strong foundation last
season. Under Ciara Stewart the Tigers
recruited well and retained players and look to
be in good shape this season. 
Tarnee Hammond will be a permanent A Grade 

Our reigning premiers for a third straight
season will take on Melton Centrals in a twilight
fixture for their first game of the year. 
Abbey Gilmore has made her way to
Shepperton and will not be in the Hawks dress
this season while Melton Centrals also lost
their powerhouse shooter with Helen Aumua
not back for another season. 
Both teams have retained strong defensive
halves with Tayissa Coppinger leading
Woodend following her major milestone in the
VNL and Avana Hobson and Hayley Hill will
continue their strong partnership in the Melton
Centrals back court. 
In the midfield we expect a strong contest of
speed and skill between Sarah Duff and Elisa
Butterworth Gonebale. Both players have
proven how good they can be in the RDFNL A
Grade competition and will only continue to
get better. 
Prediction: Woodend Hesket to start their title
defence with a win.








